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The availability of sustainable, clean, reliable and 

modern energy services to meet basic human 

needs at affordable costs. Although the definition 

of basic human needs may vary from one city to 

another, the attributes common to all cities are 

security, affordability, reliability and sustainability 

of energy supply.

Access to

energy

Module: 1.1



It is the lack of access to affordable, safe and 

sustainable energy. 

Sub-Saharan Africa, despite being critical in 

energy value chains outside the continent, has 

high levels of energy poverty, made worse by the 

economic impacts of COVID-19. 
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Electricity access refers to the percentage of 

people in a given area that have relatively 

simple, stable access to electricity (IEA). 
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Access to and primary use of modern fuels and 

technologies, including natural gas, liquefied 

petroleum gas (LPG), electricity and biogas, or 

improved biomass cook stoves, as opposed to 

the basic biomass cook stoves and three-stone 

fires
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The useful energy or energy services obtained 

from a system, conversion process, transmission 

or storage activity to the input of energy 

(measured as kWh kWh-1, tonnes kWh-1 or any 

other physical measure of useful output like 

tonne-km transported). 

Most commonly energy efficiency is measured 

as input energy over a physical or economic unit. 

For buildings, it is often measured as kWh m-2, 

and for vehicles as km liter-1 or liter km-1. 

Very often in policy ‘energy efficiency’ is intended 

as the measures to reduce energy demand 

through technological options such as insulating 

buildings, more efficient appliances, efficient 

lighting, efficient vehicles, etc.
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The goal of a given country, or the global 

community as a whole, to maintain an adequate, 

stable and predictable energy supply. Measures 

encompass safeguarding the sufficiency of 

energy resources to meet national energy 

demand at competitive and stable prices and 

the resilience of the energy supply; enabling 

development and deployment of technologies; 

building sufficient infrastructure to generate, 

store and transmit energy supplies; and ensuring 

enforceable contracts of delivery.
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Please note:
This module has been designed for local 

government officials and partners who are 

developing their SEACAP. 

This module is one component of the 

SEACAP Toolbox. For the full Toolbox, please 

visit: https://comssa.org/
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